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“But seek the welfare of  the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 

the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  Jeremiah 29:7 
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Dear Church Family:

This is a time unlike anything most of us  have experienced in 

our lifetimes. We have had  moments of joy and moments of deep 

grief.  We’ve  felt  the  impact  of  COVID19  intimately  among  us 

through the hospitalization of some members and the deaths of 

others. We mourn deeply the deaths of Bro. Eugene Young, Bro. 

Gene Lairy (husband of Sis. Sharon Lairy), and all who grieve the 

deaths of loved ones during this time of physical separation, and 

we will honor their lives with a service of remembrance when we 

can  once  again  worship  in  space  together.   We  have  not  yet 

reached that time. 

We have had moments of creative ingenuity and moments of 

overwhelming exhaustion. We entered this season in chaos, but we 

plan to move through it with great intention. The church is not 

re-opening because the church never closed. We have 

engaged ministry in new ways. We will continue to move forward 

in new ways. The ministries of the church are continuing. 

There is no way to ensure the overall safety of our 

congregations and communities until there is a trusted 

vaccine. In-person worship in sanctuaries is one of the types of 

gatherings that is most likely to spread the infection. So when we 

do gather together again, some things we need to consider:
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• Over a length of time in enclosed space, airborne viral particles 

can reach every corner of the room. 6-12 foot physical distancing will 

not prevent this. 

• Speaking, praying, and singing propel the virus even further than 

breathing. 

• Using masks limits, but does not prevent transmission of the 

disease. 

• Common surfaces such as: door handles, offering plates, pews, 

communion plates, microphones, tables and chairs, can harbor viral 

particles and be sources of infection. 

• People can be carriers of the virus without any symptoms.  

• We don’t know everything about this virus and its impact on all 

ages. New information is coming out daily. This makes it difficult to 

predict trends, safety measures, and prevention protocol. 

• We are predominantly comprised of populations most vulnerable 

to COVID 19. 

• An outbreak in our church will impact our communities and the 

capacity of our over-taxed healthcare system. 

There is also other data we must consider:                         

• The number of COVID cases in St. Louis is not yet decreasing.

• Missouri’s testing rate falls significantly below ALL federal 

guidelines. We should be testing  9,700 people/day and we are currently 

testing an average of 2,800/day. The testing supply is scarce. 
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• The Governor’s decision to re-open is counter to EVERY 

expert recommendation including the CDC and the Federal 

Government. I am your Pastor, not a politician and I will not 

jeopardize your lives for profit margins or political  gain. 

Below is an interactive map link that will allow you to track the risk 

of resuming congregational gatherings in every region of our country. 

Covid Act Now has crucial, real-time modeling and metrics to help 

America reopen safely. See how your community is doing at https://

covidactnow.org/."

I have been reviewing dozens of documents and websites on next 

steps for places of worship. This document is an integration and distilling 

of those resources tailored for us. We are presenting a phasing forward 

approach beginning with our current Base Phase and moving through 4 

phases that are tied to local conditions and the guidance of local 

government and health care professionals.

There is no one date that can be universally applied to every church 

and every community. Things differ; local regulations, building size and 

condition, age of congregation, size of congregation, health care capacity 

in community, rate and incidence of spread in community.

But through it all, there are some things that remain constant. 

• Buildings have NEVER been necessary to be church 

• GOD is with us wherever and however we gather. 
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